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The year 2008 has been declared as the International Year of Planet Earth. In India, NCSTC has started the
celebration of the year as a nationwide campaign 'Understanding Planet Earth'. State science councils, science-
based voluntary organizations and institutions involved in popularization of science are partners in this
campaign. The main objective behind the launching of this postcard series is to develop appropriate user-friendly
education and communication material on this theme.

Rashtriya Vigyan Evam Prodyogiki Sanchar Parishad (NCSTC), Department of Science and Technology, Govt.
of India, is an apex body for popularization and communication of Science and Technology, and stimulation of
scientific and technological temper among people. NCSTC promotes research, develops communication
material, networks with other organizations, trains science communicators, recognizes outstanding work of
individuals and institutions and catalyzes field programmes.

Vikram A Sarabhai Community Science Centre (VASCSC) is pioneering institution established in 1966 as a
facility where people concerned about the quality of science education could come together to try out new ideas
and methods for teaching science and mathematics. Its mandate is to stimulate interest, encourage and expose
the principles of science and scientific method to the community and also to improve and innovate various areas
of science education. Itis open to all members interested in science and technology.
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